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CRETAN EXPEDITION 

XIV 
NOTES UPON THE SKULLS OF ERGANOS 



The skulls unearthed in the excavation of the necropolis at 
Erganos were sent me by Professor Halbherr to be examined 
in the Anthropological Museum of Rome, where I have marked 
them with the numbers, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972. One only of 
them is perfect ; two are the upper caps of the cranium, more 
or less whole ; another is about the half of the skull cap. 
There are, besides, the frontal bone of another cranium, and 
four thigh bones ; as the extremities of the latter are wanting, 
they are of little value. 

The importance of these human remains is principally due 
the epoch to which they belong ; that is, the Mycenaean epoch. 

The skulls which bear the numbers 1970, 1971, 1972 are of 
ovoidal shape ; two of them are female, and, according to my 
nomenclature, are thin ovoids (ovoides subtilis); the other is 
male, rather broader — a broad oval in fact (ovoides latus). The 
most perfect (Figs. 1 and 2) is the female, No. 1970, measuring 



Horizontal circumference . 502 mm. 
Cubical capacity .... 1267 c.c. 
Maximum length . . . 181 mm. 
Maximum breadth . . . 135 " 



Index of width (dolichoce- 

phal) 74 mm. 

Height (approximate) . . 125 " 

Vertical index of height . 69 " 



The fragment No. 1972 cannot be measured. 

The male fragment No. 1971 is 189 mm. in maximum length, 
150 mm. in maximum breadth, with 79.4 of index of breadth 
(mesocephal) . 
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Figure 1. 

Ov aides subtilis ? . No. 1970. 

Mycenaean Skulls from Erganos in Crete (Female) 



Figure 1 a. 
'es cuneatus ?. No. 1969. 

Side View. 



The cranium No. 1969 (Figs. 1 a, 2 a), a female skull, and 
perfect, deserves a special attention from its formation, which 




Figure 2. Figure 2 a. 

Ovoides subtilis ? . No. 1970. EUipsoides cuneatus ? . No. 1969. 

Mycenaean Skulls from Erganos in Crete (Female). Front View. 

is not so common as that of the other three above examined. 
As can be perceived from the norma verticalis (upper outline), 
this skull is an ellipsoid with the wedge-like occiput, hence 
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its name of ellipsoides cuneatus. But, besides these two char- 
acters, it presents a levelling or flattening of the whole arch, 
and a very distinct parallelism of both the sides. The flatten- 
ing of the arch, which produces a low cranium, may be seen as 
we see in Fig. 2 a, as also in Fig. 1 a, in which the cranium is 
seen from one side ; from this distinct character the ellipsoid, 
besides being wedge-like (cuneatus), is also plane (planus). 

This is a skull of beautiful and regular lines, considering the 
variety to which it belongs; it has the brow (or forehead) 
vertical, perfectly full, which presents a quadrilateral super- 
ficies well delineated like a parallelogram. The face is a long, 
fine, narrow oval, of triangular form (Fig. 2 a); the orbits of 
eyes are quadrangular, slightly oblique ; the nose is not de- 
tached from the forehead by a furrow as is usually the case, 
but makes with it a fine and regular obtuse angle ; the nostrils 
are straight and the pyriform aperture regular, normal, and 
narrow as is usual in a finely formed nose (leptorrhine) . The 
lower jaw takes a semicircular curve in the alveolar part, as 
the upper jaw with the palate. The chin is prominent, and is 
prettily curved. The skull is that of a young woman, and the 
wisdom teeth are not yet cut. It has a slight peculiarity in 
that the frontal suture is still open. It measures 

circumfer- 



Horizontal 

ence 515.0 mm. 

Internal capacity (about) 1387.0 c.c. 
Maximum length of cra- 
nium 182.0 mm. 

Maximum breadth . . 139.0 " 

Index of breadth . . . 76.4 " 

Height 133.0 " 



Index of height 
Face, height 

" breadth 
Facial index 
Length of nose 

breadth 
Nasal index . 



731.0 mm. 

112.0 

124.0 

90.0 

51.0 

22.0 

43.1 



To sum up, we find that the four skulls belong, from their 
forms (or shapes), to two varieties, the ellipsoids and the 
ovoids: ellipsoides cuneatus planus (No. 1969, female) ; ovoides, 
(a) subtilis (Nos. 1970 and 1972, female), and (6) latus (No. 
1971, male). 

To the inquirer as to the race or family to which the skulls 
belong that we have examined, I can only reply that such forms 
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as the ellipsoids and the ovoids are peculiar to the Mediterranean 
race. Along the whole basin of the Mediterranean, as well 
in the European as in the African regions, Egypt naturally 
included, as well as the shores of Asia Minor, the predomi- 
nating forms of the human skull have been three : that is to 
say, the ellipsoidal, the ovoidal, and the pentagonal, all of elon- 
gated forms, whether dolichocephal or mesocephal. There are, 
however, other secondary and less numerous forms, which do 
not enter into the present discussion. Even the two varieties 
of the ovoid, the broad and the narrow, are very common, and 
with them also the ellipsoides cuneatus ; but the latter, flattened 
and with parallel sides, like our example from Erganos, is rather 
rare. Among a few others seen by me, there is one precisely 
similar to the Cretan in the Roman Museum of Anthropology, 
and it is from the Etruscan tombs near Orvieto (No. 1338), 
and is considered to be of the sixth century B.C. 

If we may draw inferences from evidence so scanty, I should 
say that in ancient Crete, at the Mycenaean epoch, a people of 

the Mediterranean race was dominant. 

G. Sergi. 

Rome, 1899. 



